Franz Ferdinand, The Picture House, Edinburgh, Wednesday 14th January 2009
The Picture House is a new addition to the music scene in Edinburgh and it’s a pretty impressive coup for them to land Franz Ferdinand’s first UK show of 2009 and their first in the city for 3 and a half years. 
They kick off with ‘Bite Hard’ from their soon to be released album ‘Tonight’ and play a mere ten songs before departing, only to return with ‘Jacqueline’ and a further five songs forming an encore.

Franz Ferdinand display a tremendous energy in their live shows with singer Alex Kapranos and guitarist Nick McCarthy frequently jumping around the stage, bumping into each other and knocking the microphone stands over as they do so.

Despite the group’s effortless swagger it’s undeniable that the atmosphere dips when they premiere their new songs, few fans in the room having previously heard the tunes. In fact the highlight of tonight’s set is their first big hit ‘Take Me Out’. Unfortunately that’s something that could also have been said had you saw them five years ago. 

The real excitement is left for the close of the show when, after the other 3 members of the band leave drummer Paul Thomson hangs over the front row still banging a floor tom. He decides to throw himself in and crowd surfs for several minutes, as the house lights come on and a ‘Best of Bowie’ CD  begins to play, while fans fight over ownership of the drum.  Worried security staff push their way in to retrieve the instrument as the cheerful drummer makes his way through the throng, hi-fiving fans as he goes.

When crowds become more familiar with the new record their forthcoming full UK tour will surely enjoy a better atmosphere, however, I can’t help but wish the whole night could matched the spontaneity and spark of those last few moments.

